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Dr. 7'ward 
E::ocative Secretary 
Ilitional Aeronautics and Space Council 

eutive Office Building 
17.n and 'enqsylvoc4 Avenue, N.W., 
Washiton, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Walsh: 

In response to your 19 hpril memorandum concerning Possible U.S. emer 
ancy recovery support for Soviet manned space flights, I believe that 

further staff talks would be desirable;  to e:plore several issues of  
concern to the Danartment of Defense. 

Foy e'-,:amPle, the Soviets might consider the initial 'offer as only a 
aria gesture if it yore limited;  as your memorandum sU7crests, to 

3. ::1'20,2,217CC.3 no-mnlly involved in air-sea rescue. We would have to 
,o.far beyond these units to provide an adsonate recovery capability. 
Yet any more ambitious offer .:3-p.2.d have to be studied to insure that the 
a,Darational missions of car forces would not 'be compromised by it, and 
for cent implications. In addition;  the dlooarity between the land-
oriented recovery operations of the USSR and our ova tochnicuan;  which 
az=113:2aoize recovery at sea, suggests that true reciprocity veuld be diffi-
cult to achieve. • 

I also believe that any additional U.S. move on this subject Should 
await the result of our efforts in. the UN (Committee on Peaceful Uses 
of Cuter Space), and our related talks with the Soviets, toward world-
wide agreement on assistance to and return of, astronauts and space  
objects 

I WertWernten of the Defense ac search and Engineering Staff, and 
Marshall Sanders of the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 

Intuaticnal Security .fairs have been desizaated to represent Dc-
en the staff discussions;  in accordance wi'S.a your suggestion. 

Sin-ear-1y, 

ROT S. 1,::CKAI,a1P. 
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